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The memorandum fCem DDST has been -written under the assumption that the 
level of truck traffic moving to date through Mu Gia Pass has delivered 80 
tons per month. We have estimated in the past month that the level of traffic 
has been sufficient to deliver about 80 tons per day rather than 80 tons per 
month. Our current estimate of this traffic is expressed as a range of 70 to 
90 tons per day. 

We believe that the estimate of 250 porters and a few trucks to deliver 
80 tons per month is correct. Since the tonnage to be considered, however, is 
30 times the level considered, we believe that DDST should reconsider their 
conclusions. The movement of go tons per day over a distance of 15 n,m. would 
require the use of at least 1,500 porters. If it is true that bombing of the 
Mu Gia Pass area could force the Worth Vietnamese to use porters at anywhere 
near this rate on a continuing basis, we would be causing them considerable 
difficulty. It Is possible that they would do so, and it is quite possible 
that we could not stop them. Even the use of anti-personnel mines would not 
stop them, only increase their difficulties and raise their casualty rate. 
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